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NATIONAL PARTY TRADE MISSION TO CHINA 
Statement by Member for Merredin 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Merredin) [12.20 pm]:  I rise to advise the House of the National Party’s trade mission to 
China, at the invitation of the Global Foundation, in the last week of April.  The member for Avon and I spent a 
week in China attending high-level meetings with officials from Chinese politics and industry and I am happy to 
report that the outlook for Australian-Chinese trade is very healthy.  We all know of the multi-billion-dollar 
long-term liquefied natural gas deals with China and the potential for expansion of these deals as well as China’s 
huge demand for iron ore, wool, crude petroleum, aluminium and coal.  We are also seeing expansion in 
Australian merchandise and services trade.  The Chinese are clearly looking to expand all areas of trade as they 
look to grow their gross domestic product per capita from its current rate of just over $US1 100 a year.  Western 
Australia must continue to promote its relationship with China and we must encourage Western Australians to 
travel to China to experience its culture and history.  The National Party will have China trade as a key policy 
area going into the next state election.  A firm commitment from us to expanding trade with China will drive the 
Western Australian economy over the next 25 years and provide growth and prosperity to regional Western 
Australia.  I thank Steve Howard and Edna Tan from the Global Foundation, who were the facilitators of the 
mission.  I look forward to working very closely with the Australia China Business Council, to put both big and 
small business in touch with trade opportunities with China, and also to promote China as a holiday destination 
for all Western Australians when the opportunity arises.  
 


